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Case No.: 45751 US012 


Amendments to the Claims: 

The following Listing of Claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

Listing of Claims 

25-27. (canceled) 

28. { currently amended ) A fibrou s filtration fa ce mask for filtering co ntamin ants 
anci-'or pa rt iculat e matter , whi ch comprises : 

.(a) a means for sec uring the m a sk to th e face of the we arer:, and 

ibj a non- vypven fibrous layer attached to the securi ng means and containing, (i) at 

least about 40% the rm ally bondin g fibers based on the wei ght of the lib ers in the non-woven 
fibrous l aver. at least about 1 0 wt . % of th e fibers in the non-wov en fibrous layer being 
bieomponent fibers, and optionally (ii) staple fibers , the non-woven fibrous : jaycrbjHjigmokl^ 
in a cup-shaped configuration an d h aving a s urfa ce fuzz val ue of The-s^-H^k--of--e4aHH--2-§; 
whefe«H he s urfwe-fas z vaiua is n ot less than 9.0 regardless of bieomponent fiber content. 

29-30. (canceled) 

3 1 . (currently amended) A fib rous filtration face ma sk for filtering c ontaminants 
an d/or particulate matter, w hich c omprises: 

(a) a m ea ns for sec uring the mask to the fa ce of the wearer: and 

(b) a non-woven fibrous l ayer attached to t he securing mean s and containing 0) at 

least about 40% thermally bonding fi bers based on the weig ht of the fib ers in the non- woven 
fibrous layer, at least about 10 wt. % of the fi bers i n the non-wove n fibrous la yer being 
bieomponent .fibers, and optional ly (ii ) staple fibers, the non-wo ven fibrou s layer being molded 
in a cup- shaped configur a tion and having a sur face fuzz value of T he face mask of claim -Mr 
wherein the surfac e fuzz value is n ot less than 8.4 regardless of bieomponent fiber content. 

32. (canceled) 
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33 . (currently amended) A fib rous fil tration fac e mask, wh ich comp rises: 
(a) a harne ss; and 

Tbj a nonwoven fi bro us layer attached t o the harness a nd c ontaini ng at least 40 weight 

percent thermally bonding fib ers based on the weight of th e fi bers in the nonwoven fibrous layer, 
at least 10 weig ht percent of the fibers in th e nonwoven fibro us layer being hicosnponem fibers, 
the non-woven fibrous layer b eing molded in a cup-shap ed configurat ion and having a surface 
fuzz value of not less than 8.4 r ega rdless of b tc ompon ent liber cont ent after being su bjected to a 
surfa c e fuzz abrasio n t est; and Th e fi b rous-fltoati o n face -ffia^k-t»f-ehti-ffi--^-2 v wherein the 
nonwoven fibrous layer contains at least. 20 weight percent bicoraponent fibers and-tiw-sttffeee 

34. (canceled). 

35. (currently amended) A fibrous filtration face mask for filtering co nta minants 
and/o r parti culate matter, which comprises: 

(a) a m eans for securin g the mask to th e face of the wearer; and 

(b) a non- woven fibrous layer attached to the securing means a nd containing (i) at 

least about 4 0 % thermally bonding fibers based on the weight of th e fibers in the no n-woven 
fibrous layer, at least about 10 wt. % of the fibers in the non- woven fib rous layer being 
bicomponent fib ers, and optionally (ii) staple fib ers, the non-woven fibro us la yer being molded 
in a cup-sha ped c onfiguration and having a sur face fuzz value of : ?%e4a e@ - i : na s k - o-f - ckt%"2& ;- 


36. (currently amended) A fibrous filtration f ace mask, which comprises: 

(a) a harness; and 

(b) a nonwoven fibrous layer attached to the har ness and containin g at least 40 weight 



-not less than 9.5 regardless of bicomponent fiber content. 


percent th ermally bonding fibers based on the weight of the fibers in the nonwoven fibrous layer. 


at least 1 0 weight percent of the fibers in the non woven fibrous ..layer being, bicomp onent fibers, 
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the non-woven fibrous layer being molded in a cup-shaped con figuration a nd having a surface 

regardless of bi component fiber content. 

37. (currently amended) A fibrous fil tration face mask , which comprises: 
(a) a harne ss; and 

(b)_,_ a nonwoven fibrous l ayer attache d to the har ness and containing a? least 40 . wejght 

percent t herm ally bondin g libers ba sed on the weight of the fiber s in the n onwoven fibrous layer, 
at l east 10 wei gh t percent of the fibers in the nonwove n fibrous lay er being b icornponcnt fibers. 
the non-woven fibro us layer being molded in a cup-shaped c onfiguratio n and having a surface 
fuzz value of^^ee-mask of eS iffl^2-:-^^rei-n4he^rf^ fez value -is not less than 9,1 
regardless of bicornponcnt fiber content. 
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